
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : MONDAY-16 SEPTEMBER 2014 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU WELCOMES COMMITMENT TO PEACE BY GLEBE HOSTEL 

RESIDENTS 

KWAZULU-Natal MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, has 

welcomed as the move in the right direction the commitment by the leadership of warring 

factions in Gleblelands Hostel, in Umlazi, to stop fighting and to work flat out for peace and 

stability at this residence. 

Mchunu was commenting in the wake of a ground breaking agreement entered into last night 

by the leaders of two parties in conflict Glebelands Hostel to “cease fire” and embark on a 

process that will finally to an end to violence that has engulfed the hostel for the past three 

week. 

The agreement was entered into in a marathon meeting hosted by the Task Team led by the 

Department of Community Safety and Liaison attended by a two five-aside committees 

representing the warring factions in Glebelands, the Umlazi SAPS Cluster, the management 

of Umlazi Police Station, eThekwini Metro and CPF in Umlazi last night. 

The agreement comes just days after those involved in the conflict at the hostel had been 

involved in broad-daylight shoot-out in the full view of the police at the weekend. 

It emerged during the meeting last night that conflict is over the allocation of accommodation 

at the hostel, the management of the hostel by block chairmen which is allegedly plagued by 

corruption and bribery for accommodation. 



Both parties to the conflict- led respectively by Themba Pina and Lucas Ndlovu- noted that 

the conflict had resulted to many deaths, injuries and forced removal of other residents but 

committed themselves to letting bygones be bygones and to work for a lasting peace. 

The conflict was blamed on the current administration of the hostel and the allocation of 

accommodation by committees. Going forward, it was agreed that the current system of the 

administration of the hostel through committees should be reviewed with the eThekwini 

municipality playing a bigger and a more central role. 

Leaders of the five-aside committees further committed themselves to stop fighting and to 

urge their fellow hostel mates to give this peace process an opportunity to bring the much 

desired peace. 

Today (Tuesday, 16 September 2014), Mchunu welcomed this initiative, describing it as the 

“move in the right direction.” 

“We welcome this new development and commitment to peace by the leadership of 

the residents. We are ready as the Department and other stakeholders to assist them 

to consolidate this agreement so that we could have a lasting peace at the hostel. 

“We have all along been underlining the fact that the best way to resolve this conflict 

is through the route of a dialogue. We urge all parties to this conflict to adhere to the 

spirit of this agreement so that we can have a lasting peace at the hostel”, said 

Mchunu. 

During the meeting the roadmap and process to lasting peace was hammered out. 

Among other this process will involve the following: 

*implement the resolutions of the Hostel Indaba/ Council- establishment   of the Ward 

Committee sub-committee representing the hostel dwellers. 

*look at establishing the Ward Safety Committee 

*invite Safety structures within the hostel 

*let the Municipality play a leading role in addressing issues of accommodation at the hostel 

*let Municipality to review the block chairpersons system and other structures that are illegal 

at hostel 



*The 5 Aside Committee to continue with negotiations and should report back to their 

structures, where necessary, they can request hostel dwellers to nominate representatives in 

the   negotiations   structure. 

*any meeting taking place within the hostel should be reported to the police from now on 

*on the other hand police undertook to keep their presence at the hostel to maintain law and 

order. 

This will culminate in a mass meeting to be called by a ward councillor supported by the 

Task Team and the 5-Aside Team. 

Ends 
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